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 Pictured above, author Christy Lefteri (Beekeeper of 

Aleppo, Songbirds and The Book of Fire) being 

interviewed by Festival Director, Christine Newman. A 

sell-out event much enjoyed by the audience and Christy 

herself who promises to come back to Cranbrook for 

more events and to work with local schools with creative 

writing. 

Get in touch: cranbrookliteraturefestival@gmail.com 

 

I very much 

enjoyed it…a 

lovely, engaged 

crowd. 

William Shaw 

mailto:cranbrookliteraturefestival@gmail.com
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 BEST FESTIVAL EVER! 

The Cranbrook Literature Festival is a biennial two-day event which has been running since 2016 and the 

organisers thought 2023 was the best one yet!  In the alternate years the festival holds two or three one-off 

events to maintain the focus on writing and reading in the area. The festival is a not-for-profit event with 

money made from ticket sales from the adult events being ploughed straight back into the cost of providing 

author events at local schools. 

“The philosophy behind the festival”, says director Christine Newman, “has always been to promote the joy 

of reading and writing to people of all ages in Cranbrook and the surrounding community.  This includes 

children of all ages, and our main aim is to make enough money from ticket sales and sponsorship to 

provide authors free of charge to local schools, nurseries, and community groups such as the Brownies. 

Having worked a lifetime in a school environment I know that bringing published authors into contact with 

children has a massive impact on their enthusiasm for reading and writing.  I also know that school budgets 

don’t allow for the luxury of paying an author to visit and so the festival allows us to do this for them!” 

Authors who took part this year were: Elizabeth Buchan, William Shaw, E Hannavy Cousen, Alex Preston 

(pictured above), Lulah Ellender, Vanessa Nicolson, Christy Lefteri, Nicci French, Jenny Linford, Gianna 

Pollero, Ben Miller, Natasha Farrant, Joshua Seigal, Helen Peters, Eve Wersocki Morris plus poets from the 

Kent and Sussex Poetry Society. 
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PROVIDING AUTHORS FOR LOCAL SCHOOLS 

This year’s festival hosted the following authors, free of 

charge, for local school children: 

Helen Peters – at Cranbrook Primary School with Cranbrook 

Brownie and Rainbow packs plus invited Brownies from 

other packs. 

Ben Miller at Dulwich Prep School and St Ronan’s with pupils 

from Hawkhurst Primary School, Rolvenden Primary School 

and Horsmonden Primary School attending. 

Joshua Seigal and Eve Wersocki Morris at Cranbrook Primary 

School. 

Natasha Farrant at Cranbrook School with pupils from 

Snowfields. 

The pupils from all the schools had a great time listening to 

and meeting the authors. 

“The children loved it. They were inspired and couldn't wait 

to get started reading their Ben Miller signed books with 

many starting on the minibus on the way home! Please do let 

us know of similar events in the future.” Ben Vincer, 

Rolvenden Primary School. 

 

"It was really awesome to see Ben Miller because he was so 

kind and lovely. I hope we can meet him again!" Isobel (Y4) 

Hawkhurst Primary School 

 

"The Year 3 and Year 4 children were thrilled to meet Ben Miller.  His talk was extremely engaging and 

informative - they were captivated.  Ben made sure that he answered their questions carefully.  It has been 

so motivating for the children to prepare to meet an author by making Ben Miller fact posters and reading 

his books before the actual talk.  Having met him, there is now an even longer waiting list to borrow a Ben 

Miller book from the library! Many thanks again - it was such a treat for us all.” 

Alice Beale, Hawkhurst Primary School 
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"Books and 

doors are the 

same thing. 

You open 

them, and you 

go through into 

another world" 

– Jeanette 

Winterson 

 

 FUTURE EVENTS 

The next full two-day Cranbrook Literature Festival will take place on 

Friday 10th and Saturday 11th October 2025 but look out for one-off 

events organised by the committee for spring and autumn 2024.  

Details of all our events can be found on our website Cranbrook 

literature festival - Home 

Authors who have appeared at our previous events include: 

Gill Hornby, Lisa Jewell, Deborah Moggach, William Nicholson, Pen 

Vogler, Tom Hart-Dyke, Philip Ardagh, Matt Killeen, Lou Kuenzler, Sophy 

Henn, Alison Weir, Jane Thynne, Jonny Duddle, Jeremy Vine, Luke 

Wright, Davina McCall, Gyles Brandreth, Ann Morgan, Julian Clary, 

Vanessa Nicolson, Dame Kelly Holmes. 

 

 

 

 

Above left William Shaw and above right Vanessa Nicolson 
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